Family, career leaders give back big
New consumer science club focuses on community service 
Aidan Vick

     FCCLA, short for Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America, has opened a new chapter at Dakota Valley, headed by consumer science teacher Amy Matthies. This year, the club is focusing on fundraising and community service as its primary activities. According to President Ralph Marquez, he is most excited about FCCLA because he believes that the students involved will really care about what they are doing.
     “[I’m excited about] the group of kids we have that are ready to commit their time and really make a difference,” said Marquez. 
     The club was started by Matthies this year in an attempt to get kids interested in consumer science. There are several committees that make up FCCLA, including the T-shirt committee, the fundraising committee, and the executive committee. Even though Matthies is advising the club, it is primarily student-run. The committee members discuss their plans at every meeting.
     “At the meeting, we’re going to discuss the first thing we want to do next semester,” said committee member Lily Koenck.	
     The community service committee already has several ideas for the year.
     “Some ideas we have for activities are visiting the nursing home, visiting the Humane Society, and hosting a dinner for the community,” said Koenck.
     Marquez says that they are also planning to incorporate consumer science into their activities. 
     “We’re going to start fundraising, having bake sales, and knitting hats for babies,” said Marquez.
     Vice President Grace Hoffman said she joined FCCLA because she wanted to get involved. 
     “It’s about helping the community,” said Hoffman. “I think the fundraising and the service will be fun.”
     According to their website, FCCLA was founded in 1945, and since has grown to a national membership of 164,000. Their slogan is “the ultimate leadership experience,” and the club’s activities, focused on volunteering, reflect this. 
     “I think volunteering in the community is really important,” said club member Damian Herrera.
     Although there is a state competition, Marquez says the team will not be attending this year, as they are new and want to focus on giving back to the community. However, they are planning to go next year.

Caption:
Discussing their plans for the club, leaders Laken Gaswint (10), Ralph Marquez (12), Grace Hoffman (10), Gracyn Van Den Hul (9), Colleen Vick (10), Deena Riley (10), and Elizabeth Bauer (12) collaborate in Amy Matthies’ room. FCCLA was started by Matthies this year, and the club is focusing on community service. “[I’m excited about] the group of kids we have that are ready to commit their time and really make a difference,” said President Marquez. 





