Introducing Instructors
New teachers arrive for new school year

     The current staff has increased for the 2017-18 school year. Five new teachers: Courtney Moore, Jim Katrenak, Susan Almjeld, Stephanie Sandwell, and Miranda Ritts filled open positions. Moore is teaching Spanish grades 7 and 8, and high school Spanish 1; Katrenak is teaching physics, economics, and is leading senior project; Almjeld is leading 4-12 choir; Sandwell is teaching pre-algebra, algebra I, II, and accelerated algebra II; and Ritts is teaching biology, and Advanced Biology I and II.
     All of the teachers cited multiple positive endorsements for the district. 
     “I asked [my sister] about DV and she said nothing but great things,” said Moore. “I checked it out during my interview, and I just fell in love… I knew that I would love it here.”
     After the first few weeks of school, all of the staff still had positive things to say.
     “There’s a lot of pride in the school here with the student body,” said Sandwell. “I can tell that student learning comes first.”
     Many of the new staff are already stepping up to the task of hosting extracurricular activities. Sandwell is hosting Quiz Bowl; Ritts is hosting Health Occupations Students of America, and Science Olympiad; Almjeld is continuing to bring students to All State and Honor Choir, as well as continuing the show choir program started last year. Katrenak is looking towards bringing an opportunity to the students in the future. 
     “I’ve taken some kids, in the last two years, up to the [SDSU] engineering expo,” said Katrenak. “We’ll see if that is something that is doable here.”
     The new teachers come from a variety of backgrounds. Almjeld has been a choir director for other school districts. Sandwell previously worked developing curriculum at various schools. Katrenak worked as a colonel in the Air Force for over 25 years, serving in aircraft maintenance, before teaching science and economics at a college level. 
     “So yeah, I’m a rocket scientist,” Katrenak said. 
     Moore and Ritts are both first year teachers. Ritts, however, worked at DV last year as a student teacher. 
     “I wanted to be at Dakota Valley after I student taught here last year,” Ritts said. “I had a great experience teaching here… I’ve really just come to love Dakota Valley.”
   All of the teachers expressed happiness to be in the district as well as excitement for the future of the school.

Caption:
Talking with students Jim Katrenak, Susan Almjeld, Courtney Moore, Stephanie Sandwell, and Miranda Ritts assist various people. Five new staff members joined the district this year to fill various positions. “There’s a lot of pride in the school here with the student body,” said Sandwell. “I can tell that student learning comes first.”

