Taking Care of Their Own
Teachers open pantry to meet student needs

     Following on this year’s theme of “United”, some high school teachers have started a food pantry. Penney Bressler and Melisa Bisenius started planning the pantry in December. The project came about after conversations with students in which they expressed a need for food during the holiday season. 
     “A misconception in our district is that income-wise, we would not have students who would be in need for a pantry,” said Bressler.
     The percentage of families in the school district who qualify for the Free and Reduced Lunch Program is 17 percent. This is about one out of every five students in the district.  Some families may no longer qualify for this program due to changing qualifications which may lead to a higher demand for pantry items. Any students may receive assistance from the pantry regardless of their household’s income.  Right now the pantry is only open to high school students and their families, but the hope is the benefits will trickle down to the younger grades. Students helping students is an idea many in the high school like.
     “People are so quick to go to other places to volunteer when it is needed in our own community,” said Sadie Green. 
     Different clubs at Dakota Valley are going to aid in running the pantry. This includes The National Honor Society, along with potential help from the Student Council, and the Future Business Leaders of America. 
     Even with the amount of support received, there are still obstacles in the way. In order to get food from The Food Bank of South Dakota; the pantry needs to achieve 501c3 status, which is a nonprofit status. In order to do this, there are many steps including applying for tax exemption and filling out a 28-page form for the IRS to show the organization’s governing structure. These steps cost money. Bisenius and Bressler have called this a learning experience. 
     Items available in the pantry depend on needs, donations, and resources. Students can expect to see school supplies, toiletries, and eventually food in the pantry, which is located off the high school commons in the hallway to the theater. Students can use the pantry every Wednesday in the morning from 7:45-8:15 am and after school from 3:15-3:45 pm. Teachers may retrieve products for a student by request and user names will be kept confidential. 
     People wanting to donate should contact either Bressler or Bisenius on their k12 accounts. Donations may also be brought to the school office and are tax deductible. Interested contributors can also find more information on their Facebook page.

